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April 29, 2016 -- Wardsboro, Vermont -- On April 

29th, 2016 the Vermont legislature voted to designate 

the Gilfeather Turnip as the Official State Vegetable 

of Vermont. Vermont is only the 14th state to name a 

State Vegetable. This came about as the result of a 2-

year effort by the students in Grades 4-5-6 at the 

Wardsboro Elementary School. The students appeared 

at hearings at the State House in Montpelier on 

multiple occasions, expertly testifying and giving 

illustrated presentations about their hometown, 

homegrown, humble turnip before both House and 

Senate committees. For the students, it was a long-term 

lesson in Politics and Civics, made possible by their 

teachers (their statements follow). 

See the text, sponsors of the bill and the full details 

here: 

http://legislature.vermont.gov/bill/status/2016/H.65. 

The Act was signed by Governor Peter Shumlin on 

May 24, 2016 and the act becomes effective July 1, 

2016. 

The Gilfeather Turnip is an unusual hybrid, created by 

Farmer John Gilfeather in Wardsboro, Vermont in the 

early 1900s. Its roots in Vermont's history are deep and 

legendary. Seeds are commercially available. Since 

2002, there has been an annual Gilfeather Turnip 

Festival in late October, a one-day fundraising event 

for the local library. (More information below.) 

From the Town Of Wardsboro Selectboard 

Members  

It is a pleasure and an honor for the citizens of 

Wardsboro to have the Gilfeather Turnip adopted as 

the state vegetable. This not only puts Wardsboro on 

the map, but celebrates this unique and locally 

developed turnip, established by John Gilfeather in the 

early 1900’s. The proclamation will provide an 

economic boost to the Town and to Wardsboro’s 

awesome Gilfeather Turnip festival, celebrated late in 

October. We thank Wardsboro’s elementary school 

children and the legislature for making this lesson in 

civic participation a positive reality. We also would 

like to thank the many dedicated people who spent 

hours on this endeavor, whose collective efforts make 

Wardsboro a better community to live.  

  

From the Wardsboro Elementary School Teacher 

and Students 

From Samantha Bovat, Current Grade 5/6  teacher —

 "I have been afforded an incredible opportunity to 

work with these students on the Gilfeather Turnip State 

Vegetable Bill. As I said to the Agricultural Senate 

Committee, I have inherited this project from the 

previous grade 5/6 teacher, Tina Shakespeare.  I am so 

proud of how hard these kids have worked and also 

how they have persevered through this long 2-year 

process. The four trips to Montpelier have all been 

different and they have been able to see a variety of 

things throughout the movement of the bill. We are 

certainly thankful that they have been able to see the 

voting process in the Agriculture House Committee 

this fall and the straw poll taken by the Senate 

Agriculture Committee. That helped them to stay 

engaged because they could see the results of their 

work before heading home. We had a lot of help from 

Wardsboro resident Carol Backus, the Friends of the 

Wardsboro Library and our state representative, Laura 

Sibilia and are grateful for the support. This has been a 

truly "hands-on" civics lesson for these students. These 

students have taken the idea and just ran with it. I look 

forward to the day that they realize their impact on the 

state of Vermont. It just goes to show how lucky we 

are to live in a state where we can walk in to the State 

House and be welcomed to be a part of the democratic 

process. I could not be more proud of these students!"  

From the students:  

"The hardest part of getting this bill passed was waiting 

so long and practicing for all of the presentations." — 

Aryanna Pearson 

"I think this experience will help me in the future 

because in high school and middle school we will talk 

about politics a lot and do public speaking."  — Allison 

Tetelbaum 

"It was fun because we got to go into a lot of rooms in 

the State House. talking to the Senators was also fun." 

— Kendra Boerem 

Continued on page 2 
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"My favorite thing I learned is that if it passes, 

Vermont will be the 14th state to have a State 

Vegetable!" — Hayley Hescock 

"The hardest part of making the Gilfeather Turnip the 

State Vegetable was nothing, really. As soon as 

someone said there was a Gilfeather Turnip Cookbook, 

one of the Senators was sold!" — Jesse Dykes 

This year's 6th grade students are Jesse Dykes, 

Aryanna Pearson, Kendra Boerem, Hayley Hescock, 

Emily Lazelle and Allison Tetelbaum.  Last year's 6th 

Graders who also participated in the Gilfeather Turnip 

Bill effort are Dominic Church, Matthew Dunn, 

Siyanda Jacobs, Trevor Plimpton.  

Wardsboro is a small town, population 850, located on 

scenic Route 100 in Windham County, a few miles 

from the Stratton and Dover ski resorts.  

For a detailed history of the Gilfeather Turnip visit  

wardsborovermont.com and on Facebook 

at facebook.com/gilfeatherturnip. Additional high res, 

print quality photos on request.  

From the Friends of the Wardsboro Library -The 

Friends of the Wardsboro Library See Great Value in 

Vermont's New State Vegetable  

The Friends of the Wardsboro Library, a nonprofit 

support organization for the local library, see great 

value in the State's passage of a bill naming their 

hometown Gilfeather Turnip the official State 

Vegetable. Since 2001, the Friends has organized and 

held an annual Gilfeather Turnip Festival and 

Gilfeather Turnip Contest as one of its major 

fundraisers. 

Wardsboro resident Mike Cooney, chair person for The 

Friends of the Wardsboro Library, said, “We're so 

proud of the Wardsboro Elementary School 5th and 6th 

grade students who all worked so hard to bring the 

Vermont Legislature's attention to this truly unique 

heirloom vegetable from our town. They did just great 

at the hearings in Montpelier. For the past 13 years, the 

Friends have so much fun with the Gilfeather Turnip 

Festival and it's been a great fundraiser for the Friends. 

This group owns and pays the bills for the building that 

houses the library, so you could almost say that without 

this event and the crowds that it attracts to Wardsboro, 

there might not be a nice warm and well-lit library in 

our town. " 

Now that the Gilfeather Turnip is officially the 

Vermont State Vegetable, Cooney expects that the 

news of the Gilfeather Turnip Festival will spread far 

and wide and that the fundraising from the event will 

exceed previous totals. "This could be a blockbuster for 

our nonprofit." The Friends also gain revenue from the 

sale of their self-published Gilfeather Turnip 

Cookbook, now in its third edition with 137 Gilfeather 

Turnip recipes, as well as from a wide variety of 

turnip-themed merchandise which is sold at the 

Gilfeather Turnip Boutique at the festival. The 

boutique is stocked Gilfeather Turnip apparel, tote 

bags, ornaments, mugs, and more. 

2016 is the 14th Annual Gilfeather Turnip Festival 

celebrating Wardsboro's delicious roots. It is slated for 

Saturday, October 22, rain or shine, and takes place on 

Main Street in Town Hall and under a big tent. Friends' 

volunteers are currently planning a special tribute on 

that day to honor the designation of the Gilfeather 

Turnip as the Vermont State Vegetable and to thank all 

those who helped with the bill over the past 18 months. 

For more information on the October festival and the 

history of the Gilfeather Turnip visit 

friendsofwardsborolibrary.org, wardsborovermont.com 

and on facebook at facebook.com/gilfeatherturnip. 

Watch the 6-minute narrated slide show about the 

Annual Gilfeather Turnip Festival in Wardsboro 

Vermont at 

http://youtu.be/5skicpqRly4 
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